Docklands Sailing Project: Water Activity day 14th June
Having launched the idea of a District Water Activity day at Christmas 2008 it took a frustrating 6 months of e mails, phone calls, meetings, pleading and nearly begging to fill 51 of the 50 spaces for the District Water activity day. The event was originally planned to be for District Patrol Leaders and Assistants but after being totally “underwhelmed” with the response, the event on Sunday 14th June was opened up to Cubs, Scouts, Leaders and Adult helpers. 
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In blazing sunshine we all met up at the Lord Amory, the HQ of the Docklands Scout Project moored in Manchester Dock, Docklands. After a safety briefing we met our instructors for the day and were divided up into 3 groups to get wet and wild on the first session of the day:

· The Sailors who spent most of their time drifting …… due to lack of wind,
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The Canoeist who spent a lot of the time jumping up and down on top of canoes, and an equal amount of time under their canoes ……getting wet. 
[image: image3.jpg]



· The Rowers going round in circles after catching crabs ……….and loosing their rowlocks!!!
After a strenuous first session it was time for a quick lunch, a guided tour of the Lord Amory by a few “old sea dogs” who has been on board before and then it was back on (or in) the water for the next 2 sessions. All the groups swapped boats at the change of each session so we all had the opportunity of falling in the water from a variety of different craft. 
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Amongst the flotilla of sailing boats, canoes and rowing boats, the Admiral’s barge, commanded by “Admiral Brittlebank” was seen gliding slowly through the water with a motley crew of Leaders manning the oars. The Admiral soon had his rebellious crew whipped into shape, although we understand that any suggestion that they crank up the speed so he could go water skiing behind the rowing boat was met with mutterings of mutiny.

A tired and slightly damp group of Cubs, Scouts and Leaders helped the  instructors to pack away the boats and we all left Docklands to journey back to Ealing thinking, what a great day… lets do it again next year.
· SO…. We could take day all 80 spaces on the Docklands Scout Project Water Activity day in June next year,

· IF…. There is sufficient support with forms and money being returned on time.
Hopefully now that 50+ people had a great time at this year’s event, in 2010 I will be overwhelmed with support for the event and have to book extra spaces….. I wish!!
Dave Folkerd, GSL 25th Ealing

